Letter from the Editor by James, Amy
Volume 60 | Issue 2 Article 2
12-1-2017
Letter from the Editor
Amy James
amy.james@arbor.edu
The Christian Librarian is the official publication of the Association of Christian Librarians (ACL). To learn
more about ACL and its products and services please visit //www.acl.org/
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/tcl
Part of the Christianity Commons, Higher Education Commons, and the Library and
Information Science Commons
This Editorial is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It has been accepted for inclusion in The
Christian Librarian by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ George Fox University. For more information, please contact
arolfe@georgefox.edu.
Recommended Citation
James, Amy (2017) "Letter from the Editor," The Christian Librarian: Vol. 60 : Iss. 2 , Article 2.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/tcl/vol60/iss2/2
131
The Christian Librarian, 60 (2) 2017
I am happy to introduce the annual conference issue of The Christian Librarian 
(TCL). We all had “great expectations” for this year’s conference and as usual, it did 
not disappoint. On behalf of the TCL Editorial Team, we would like to sincerely 
thank everyone at Cornerstone University for putting together such a wonderful 
event. The conference was a time of professional growth, networking, reflection, 
and of course, fun! Some of the excursions included watching the sunset over 
Lake Michigan, a tour of the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information 
Commons at Grand Valley State University, and a visit to the Frederick Meijer 
Gardens and Sculpture Park for the closing banquet.
Aside from the fun trips, there were some truly eye-opening and thought-provoking 
workshops, presentations, and posters. The official conference kicked off with 
an inspiring keynote address by the well-known library leader, Steven Bell. His 
presentation taught us about intentionality in our service to library users. The 
“product” libraries are selling is really just the patron experience. Because patron 
experience is so important to our success, Steven showed us how to create internal 
“Why We Serve” statements. These statements help us to be purposeful in every 
patron interaction as we work together to achieve our mission statements and goals. 
As the conference progressed we engaged in workshops covering a wide-range of 
topics like: the Framework for Information Literacy, library spaces in the digital 
information age, the future of the reference desk, website usability testing, open access 
journals, and more. Something that was remarkable about this year’s conference was 
the number of sessions where the information presented was easily transferable and 
could be implemented in a variety of different library sizes and types. Leslie Starasta’s 
session on how to take the big picture ideas from the Framework for Information 
Literacy and practically incorporate them in the classroom was especially applicable. 
She focused on the flexibility of the Framework and showed us how there is really 
no one size fits all approach to its inclusion, but many ways that it can be used to 
enhance student learning. Another session that left me with some excellent practical 
takeaways was Brian Holda’s discussion of website usability testing. Not only did he 
go over a variety of different usability testing methods during the session, but he 
actually created a LibGuide to go with the presentation so that the audience could 
access more in depth content after the conference.
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Poster sessions covered a range of topics, from creating courses in BlackBoard to 
international library development, moving library collections, assessment and 
many others. These valuable sessions also provided us with practical information to 
take back to our own libraries. This year was the first time that attendees had the 
opportunity to vote on their favorite poster presentation for the “People’s Choice 
Award.” Erin Huebner’s poster on the history of publishing in the Grand Rapids 
area was truly one-of-a-kind and ultimately won her this year’s award.
Outside of Cornerstone’s beautiful campus, the city of Grand Rapids was a wonderful 
place to explore. Being from Michigan myself, I had been to Grand Rapids a few 
times in the past. So, in addition to revisiting some of my favorite local spots, like 
Madcap Coffee, I also discovered some new gems such as the downtown “Market 
Hall.” After the conference, some others were even able to explore all the way north 
to Mackinac Island, which is full of its own historic beauty.
As you may know, this issue of The Christian Librarian is our second issue to be 
produced online through our open access platform. Because of this, we are able to 
reach a larger audience than ever before, which adds even more value to each and 
every contribution. We are thankful for all of the wonderful articles and reviews that 
are included in this issue of the journal, and as we continue to grow, flourish, and 
evolve, we encourage you to continue to share your research and insights with our 
growing community of readers.  
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